
Cortona is an ancient Etruscan city high above the Umbrian plain, and is famous in the States 
for being the site of the villa of Frances Mayes, author of Under The Tuscan Sun.  Cortona is steep 
and instead of a central piazza it has two smaller ones. It’s got a great view of Lago Trasimeno, 
which actually looks swimmable from that distance. Another perennial Cortona favorite: Dusty 
Etruscan Bits, which you’ll find scattered all around town. Jokes aside, it’s a great pick for a cute 
daytrip, and the recently-renovated Etruscan Museum is a winner with its bilingual information 
and artfully laid-out exhibits.

Getting there from Perugia

By Bus -- Not worth it: take the train.

By Train -- Cortona is an easy 45 minute, €3.15 ride. Get off at Cortona-Camucia and 
quickly by a ticket for the local bus up to the center in the station’s tabacco shop/café. It 
will be waiting for you out in front of the station.

Learn More -- Tourist Office: Via Nazionale, 42.
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